Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24, 2020

Christmas Concert
Featuring Concordia musicians & guest musicians

Proclamation of the Birth of Christ

On the eve of the twenty-fifth day of December, unknown ages from the
time when God created the heavens and the earth and then formed man
and woman in his own image.

Several thousand years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine
forth as a sign of the covenant. Twenty-one centuries from the time of
Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel
out of Egypt.

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; one thousand
years from the anointing of David as King; in the sixty-fifth week according
to the prophecy of Daniel.

In the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and
fifty-second year form the foundation of the city of Rome.

The forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; the whole world
being at peace, Jesus Christ, the eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, being conceived
by the Holy Spirit, and nine months having passed since his conception, was
born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin Mary.

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.

Opening Hymn
ELW 275 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

1 Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.



2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light.

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations,
you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

4 All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen

Blessing of the Advent Christ Candle

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the
animals in the stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with
your holy presence, and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell.
Be with us that we might share Christ’s love with all the world, for he is our
light and salvation. Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever.
Amen.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived
in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at
the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the
fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “O Holy Night”

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good
deeds.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.



C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Gospel Acclamation
ELW 283 “O Come All Ye Faithful”

1 O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the king of angels:

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

2 The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
now in flesh appearing! Refrain

You are invited to light a candle for the reading of the Gospel.
Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

C: Glory to you, O Lord

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the



time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—| am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had
left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation
ELW 283 “O Come All Ye Faithful”

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
in the highest: Refrain

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,



born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing: Refrain

Sermon

Hymn of the Day
ELW 267 “Joy to the World'

1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king;

let ev'ry heart prepare him room

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.



Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



Prayers of the People

A: Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son wrapped
in swaddling clothes to be our Savior. Draw us into the mystery of your love
and join our voices with the heavenly host, that we may sing your glory.
Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer

A: Give us a place among the shepherds, that we may find the one for whom
we have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer

A: On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, we pray for the
Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless all those
who are entrusted with Christian ministry that your Word might be
proclaimed with truth and courage across our world. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer

A: We pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with
your tender care all who wander alone or have no place to lay their head,
they may experience the hope of this holy night. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer

A: We pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who
find this season a source of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick,
especially those we remember in our own hearts, that they may feel your
comfort this holy night. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer

A: We pray for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your
presence, that we may be transformed by your gift this holy night. Lord, in
your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer

A: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God,
for the sake of him who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



C: Amen

A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

You are invited to light a candle for the closing hymn.

Closing Hymn
ELW 281 “Silent Night’

1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!



Benediction

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the
joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of
the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son,
and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of the Christ child.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Jean-Joseph Mouret, “Sinfonie de Fanfare” (arr. Charles Callahan)

Announcements

e We appreciate your continued gifts to Concordia Church! Remember,
you may give in three ways:
1. Text-to-give: Text “Concordia” to 73256 and follow the link you

receive
2. Give online at onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give
3. Send a check via mail to the church



