Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 31, 2021

Prelude

Improvisation on “God of Light”

Thanksgiving for Baptism

P:

P:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

: Merciful God, we praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we

praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us in the gifts and promises of
baptism, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all who have been
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.

: We rejoice in the gift of our baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

: May Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, forgive us

all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Opening Hymn
ELW 507 “God of Light’

1

O God of light, your word, a lamp unfailing,
shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way
and show your grace, your plan for us unveiling,
and guide our footsteps to the perfect day.

From days of old, through blind and willful ages,
though we rebelled, you gently sought again,
and spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages,



who wrote with eager or reluctant pen.

3 Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing
to sinful hearts your justice and your grace;
and questing spirits, longing for your healing,
see your compassion in the Savior's face.

4 To all the world your summons you are sending,
through all the earth, to ev'ry land and race,
that myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending,
may praise and celebrate your gift of grace.

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

[Moses said:] »>The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. “This is what you requested of the
LoRD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice
of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” */Then the
LoRD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. *®l will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. ”Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable.
20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in
my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall
die.”

L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm Hymn: Gloria Canticle (Setting 5)



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

'Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. ?Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; “but anyone who loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though there may be so-
called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—°yet
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

/It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. ¢“Food will not bring us close to God.”
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. “But take care that this
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. °For if
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not,
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to
idols? 'So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed.
2But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. "*Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will
never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Setting 5)

P: The Gospel according to St. Mark.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

?1[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught.?’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 2?Just then there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit, “and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.”
2>But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” ?°And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. ?/They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 2At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.



P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation (Setting 5)

Sermon

Hymn of the Day
ELW 655 “Son of God, Eternal Savior’

1 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
you our head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead:
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrong, and help our need.

2 Asyou, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling,

by your silent hours of pain,

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:
by your praying, by your willing



that your people should be one,
grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:
here on earth your will be done.

Apostle’s Creed

A: Let us confess our faith:
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

A: Remembering the Church, the world, and all those in need, let us offer our prayers to
God. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

A: Blessed be God, who gave us the light of the world and who desires that all people
should come to know Christ’s love and grace. Fill our hearts with your radiance and truth
that we might walk as children of light. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: Lord God, through the ministry of your Son we have received grace upon grace. Bring
light to those who dwell in darkness, joy to those in sorrow, hope to those in fear and
despair. We pray especially for: Dennis, Carol, Nancy, Pastor Steve Swanson, Renee,
Vicki, Rhea, Lupe, Betty, Calina, Bob, Judy, Elvis, Marisa, and all those diagnosed with
COVID-19. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.



A: Thanks be to God who calls us to witness in Christ’s love in our community. We give
you thanks for the ministries of our congregation, and the blessings of Concordia
Church, Concordia Place and Concordia Day. Use our gifts for those you have called us
to serve. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: God of light and truth, whose love knows no bounds in your Son, Jesus. Bring us to a
deeper understanding of the Gospel, help us to accept the challenge of Christian living,
and lead us to the joy of faith in the family of your church. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our God,
through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness endures from
age to age.

C: Amen.

A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Closing Anthem
“I will Sing New Songs” by Antonin Dvorak

Benediction and Dismissal

P: Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,



and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day *+ through the Word made flesh.
Amen.

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Medley on “Christus, der ist mein Leben”

Announcements

e Our Sunday services are now available each week beginning at 8am! You can find
our services on our website at www.concordiafaith.org/worship. You can also
access the weekly bulletin where you can follow along and participate with the
service.

e We appreciate your continued gifts to Concordia Church! Remember, you may
give in three ways:
1. Text-to-give: Text “Concordia” to 73256 and follow the link you receive
2. Give online at onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give
3. Send a check via mail to the church


http://www.concordiafaith.org/worship

