Readings for July 11, 2021
Prelude: “Ich Ruf zu Dir" by J.S. Bach

Prayer of the Day:

P: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works.
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our
hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Amos 7:7-15
’This is what [the Lord GoD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall
built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. ®And the LORD said to
me, “Amos, what do you see?” And | said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, | am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass them by;
“the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of
Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 'For thus Amos has said,

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and Israel must go into exile

away from his land.””
2And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn
your bread there, and prophesy there; *°but never again prophesy at Bethel,
for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”

“Then Amos answered Amaziah, “l am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but
| am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, >and the LORD took me
from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people
Israel.””

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Mark 6:14-29

“King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become
known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead,;
and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” »>But others said, “It is
Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” **But
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.”

“For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod
had married her. ®For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to
have your brother's wife.” ”And Herodias had a grudge against him, and
wanted to kill him. But she could not, ?°for Herod feared John, knowing that
he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him,
he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 2'But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. ??When his daughter
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king
said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it.” > And he
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, | will give you, even half of my
kingdom.” “She went out and said to her mother, “What should | ask for?”
She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” ’Immediately she rushed back
to the king and requested, “l want you to give me at once the head of John
the Baptist on a platter.” °The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for
his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. ?/Immediately the
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison, “°brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the
girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. ??When his disciples heard about it,
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

Hymn of the Day: Verses 2 & 3

Postlude: “Let Streams of Living Justice”

Prayer list: Carol, Nancy, Pastor Steve Swanson, Jean, Guy, Perry, Rose, Cindy, Corie,
Sandy, Gary, Michael, Ray, Will, the Zook family, all those diagnosed with COVID-19, and
those we hold in our thoughts.

Concordia Church is partnering with the Common Pantry to support a ‘Take What You
Need' food pantry in the lobby of Swedish Covenant hospital, created for patients to
grab grocery staples they need on their day of discharge. Our next pick-up date is
August 3! Please bring shelf-stable groceries (examples are: canned goods, pasta,
jarred sauces, rice, boxed mixes, etc.) to the marked container(s) in the church’s main
entrance on or before Monday, August 2". Connect with Jen Phillips if you have any
questions.

We appreciate your continued gifts to Concordia Church! Remember, you may give in
three ways:

1. Text-to-give: Text“Concordia”"to73256 and follow the link you receive

2. Give online at onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give

3. Send a check via mail to the church


mailto:jphillips@concordiafaith.org

