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Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.

Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all
baptized.

The restroom is located in the gym; exit the sanctuary through
the left door behind the altar and follow the hallway down the
stairs.
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Prelude “Berceuse” by Louis Vierne

Blessing of the Nativity Scene

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the

animals in the stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy
presence, and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us that we
might share Christ’s love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation. Glory in
heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. Amen.

Opening Hymn #287 “Let All Together Praise Our God'

Verses 1 2 4 6
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5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
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that leads to paradise;

and in return give us to share
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the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!



Dialogue

A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

A: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the father.

A: To us a child is born, to us a son is given.
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

Opening Prayer

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who
became flesh and dwelt among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Numbers 6:22-27
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2*Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus
you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them,

2The LORD bless you and keep you;

%the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;

%%the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

2750 they shall put my name on the Israelites, and | will bless them.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Carol #510 “Word of God. Come Down to Earth’
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Second Reading

>Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

*who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,

"but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,

®he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

*Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,

%50 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Philippians 2:5-11



Gospel Reading
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O God.

Gospel Luke 2:15-35
1>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us." **So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. *’When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; **and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. *But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. *°The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

2LAfter eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord %*(as it is written in the
law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the

Lord"), ?*and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."

2>Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. %It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. ?’Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 2Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying,

29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your
word; *for my eyes have seen your salvation, **which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, *%a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to
your people Israel." *3*And the child's father and mother were amazed at what
was being said about him. **Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to
be a sign that will be opposed *>so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too."

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Jennifer Phillips

#732 “Borning Cry”
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Apostle’s Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Responsive Prayer

A: Glory to God in the highest
C: and peace to God'’s people on earth.

A: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear you light to all
the world.

A: Let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, hear our prayer.



Offertory

We encourage you to use this time for reflection & gratitude
as we prepare for communion.

Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: We give you thanks, Father, It is he, our Lord Jesus,
through Jesus Christ, who fulfilled all your will
your beloved Son, and won for you a holy people;
whom you sent he stretched out his hands
in this end of the ages in suffering
to save and redeem us in order to free from suffering
and to proclaim to us your will. those who trust you.

He is your Word, It is he who,
inseparable from you. handed over to a death

Through him he freely accepted,
you created all things, in order to destroy death,
and in him you take delight. to break the bonds

He is your Word, of the evil one,
sent from heaven to crush hell underfoot,
to a virgin's womb. to give light to the righteous,

He there took on our nature to establish his covenant
and our lot and and to show forth
was shown forth as your Son, the resurrection,
born of the Holy Spirit taking bread and
and of the virgin Mary. giving thanks to you, said:

10



Take and eat;
this is my body, broken for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup,
gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood
poured out for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then,
his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup
before you,
giving you thanks that
you have made us worthy
to stand before you
and to serve you
as your priestly people.

And we ask you:

Send your spirit

upon these gifts of your church;
gather into one

all who share

this bread and wine;

fill us with your holy spirit

to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise

and glorify you

through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through him

all glory and honor are yours,

Almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church
both now and forever.

C: Amen

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Communion Invitation

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All
are welcome at the Lord's table. Parents of young children are asked to let the
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing.

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked
to take a place as openings appear.

Communion

Anthem “Mothering God’ by Tom Trenney

Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.

God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you
have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news
of your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among

us now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

#313 “O Lord Now Let Your Servant’
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Announcements
Blessing and Dismissal

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy
of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

A: Go in peace. Share the joy of the Christ child.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Improvisation on Kuortane

The Postlude continues the feeling of our time together as we leave worship and go share
God’s love with our family, friends, and the community.

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are
multiple ways for you to give:
1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code
here
2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give
3) Via cash or check left in the offering plate or
mailed to the church at:
3855 N Seeley Ave
Chicago, IL 60618
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Copyright Information:
Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy
right information located with them.

Entrance Hymn #287 “Let All Together Praise Our God”

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: Lot Gotr, 1IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Carol #510 “ Word of God, Come Down to Earth’

Text: James Quinn, s7, b. 1919
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com.

Hymn of the Day #732 “Borning Cry”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Anthem “Mothering God’ by Tom Trenney

Closing Hymn #313 "O Lord, Now Let Your Servant’

Text: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt.

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Notes on the Liturgy:

1. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission.

2. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and
Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952.

3. Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728,
Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg
Fortress license number 23952.
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Church Staff Contact Information

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor
nzook@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Jennifer Phillips, Director of Mission Development
jphillips@concordiafaith.org
773-463-1600 ex. 402

Desirae Diehl, Parish Administrator
ddiehl@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Luke Duroc-Danner, Organist & Choir Director
Idurocdanner@concordiafaith.org

Marisa Buchheit, Music Director
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org

Matt Flanagan, Audio/Visual Engineer
emflanaganmusic@gmail.com
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