October 1, 2023—St. Francis of Assisi

Opening Hymn ELW #527 “All Creatures of our God and King’
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1 All  crea-tures of our God and King, Lift up your voice with
2 0O rush-ing wind and breez-es soft, 0 clouds that ride the
30 flow-ing wa - ters, pure and clear, Make mu -sic for your
4 Dear moth-er earth, who day by day Un - folds rich bless-ings
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us and sing: Al -le - Ju - ia! Al-le-Ju - ial
winds a - loft: Oh,. . praise him! Al -le - lu - ia!
Lord to hear. Oh,. . praise him! Al -le - lu - ia!
on our way, Oh,. . praise him! Al -le - lu - ial
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O  bum-ing sun with gold-en beam And sil = ver moon
0 ris - ing morn, in praise re - joice, O lights of eve-
0O fire so mas - ter - ful and bright, Pro - vid-ing wus
The fruits and flow'rs that ver - dant grow, Let  them his praise
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with soft - er gleam:

ning, find a voice. . ; . "

B - th and light, Oh, praise  him! Ch, praise  him!

a - bun - dant show.
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le - In - ia!
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5 O ev’ryone of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
Oh, praise him! Alleluia!
All you who pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and lay on him your care. Refrain

de

Prayer of the Day:

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading Micah 6:6-8
With what shall | come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall |
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased
with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall | offer my

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to
love mercyand to walk humbly with your God.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.



Second Reading Galatians 6:14-18
May | never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world
has been crucified to me, and | to the world. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
means anything; what counts is the new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow this
rule—tothe Israel of God. From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for | bear on my
body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers
and sisters. Amen.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Matthew 11:25-30
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes,
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. “All things have been committed to

me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to

me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day

ELW #824 “This is My Father’s World’
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I This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’'s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong scems oft so strong,God is the rtul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world, 1 rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This is my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!
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Add to Prayer Petitions

Prayer Petitions

A: Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; you create the animals
and give us the ability to train them to help us in our work.

C: O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

A: Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; you care for us
even as you care for the birds of the air.
C: O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

A: Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; for the sake of our comfort
you give us domestic animals as companions.
C: O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

Benediction
You are invited to bring your pet to the altar for the blessing

P: The animals of God's creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea.
They share in the fortunes of human existence

and have a part in human life.

God, who confers gifts on all living things,

has often used the service of animals

or made them reminders of the gifts of salvation.

Animals were saved from the flood

and afterwards made a part of the covenant with Noah.

We ask God's blessing on our pets.

As we do so, let us praise the Creator
and thank God for setting us as stewards
over all the creatures of the earth.

Prayer of Blessing

P: Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures.

You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air, and animals on the land.

You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters.

We ask you to bless our companions we share our lives with in your creation.
By the power of your love, enable them to live according to your plan.

May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.



P: May God, who created the animals of this earth,
continue to protect and sustain us all,
now and forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn W&P #95 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”
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1 Make  me a chan - nel of your peace.
2 Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
4  Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
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Where there is ha - tred, let me bring your love;
Where there’s de - spair in life, let me bring hope;
It is in par-don - ing that we are par - doned,
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where there is in - ju - ry, your par - don, Lord;
where there is dark - ness, . . .. . .. on - ly light;
in giv-ing of our - selves that we re -
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and  where there’s doubt, true faith in you.
and where there’s sad - ness, ev - er joy.
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3 O Mas - ter, grant that 1 may nev-er seek so
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much to be con - soled as to con - sole, to be
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un - der - stood as to un-der - stand, to Dbe
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ceive, and in dy-ing thatwe’re born to e-ter-nal life.



