November 5 2023—All Saints Sunday

Opening Hymn ELW #422 “For All the Saints”
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1 For all the saints who from their la - bors rest, who
2 Thou wast their rock, their  for - tress, and their might; thou,
Stanzas 3-5 on facing page.
6 But then there breaks a yet more glo - rious day: the
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name, O Je - sus, be for - ev - er blest.
thou, in the dark - ness drear, their one true light.
King  of glo - 1y pass - es on his way.
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Prayer of the Day:

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading Revelation 7:9-17
?After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, “singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” '“| said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

°For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
1They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;

Yfor the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Second Reading 1 John 3:1-3
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. “Beloved, we
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this:
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12
"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. “Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

%“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

/“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

7“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. '?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day

ELW #728 “Blest Are They”
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I Blest are  they, the  poor in spir - it theirs is  the
2 Blest are  they, the low - Iy ones; . . . they shall n -
3 Blest  are  they. .. .. who show  mer - cy; mer - oy
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full of  sor - row; they shall be  con - soled.
hun - ger and  thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . ... shall see  God.
suf - fer in faith; the glo-ry of God s theirs.
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Naming of the Honored Dead
added to the prayers

P: In our congregation, we remember who has died this year:
Carol Ressmeyer. We give thanks for his life and celebrate her ministry in our community of
faith.

P: In our lives, we have been touched by the lives and faith of others: parents, brothers and
sisters, uncles, aunts and family, friends, teachers, and people whose nurture and involvement in
our lives has influenced and shaped us today. We remember them, giving thanks to God for their
lives [silence while names are read].

P: Lord Jesus, by your death you took away the sting of death. Grant to us, your servants, so to
follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you
and wake in your likeness; to you, the author and giver of life, be all honor and glory, now and
forever.

C: Amen.




Communion Hymn ELW #314 “Who is this Host Arrayed in White”
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Who is this host ar - rayed in white like thou-sand snow - clad
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2 On earth their work was not  thought wise, but see them now in
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kept God’s word; they are the hon - ored of the Lord. He
bit - ter years; now God has wiped a - way their tears, trans-
home with God and har - vest seeds once cast a - broad in
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is their prince who drowned their sins, so they were cleansed, re -
formed their strife to  heav’n - ly life, and freed them from their
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fears. For now they have the best at last; they
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sing their songs in end - less light. Their an - thems ring when
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Lord com-mands; he is both host and guest.

heav’'n  re - joice in our Re - deem - er’s song!



Closing Hymn

| |

ELW #6095 “As Saints of Old”

As saints of old their
A world in need now
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first - fruits brought of
sum-mons us to
hum-ble trust we

or - chard, flock, and field
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to God, the giv - er
to make our life an
to serve your cause and
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of all good,the
of - fer - ing to

source of boun-teous yield,
God, that all may live.

share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
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of farm and mar - ket,
a  world re-deemed by

shop and home, of
Christ-like love; all

The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O  God, who gave your -self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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mind and heart and hand.
life in Christ made new.

teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work is  done.
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Announcements

November 12t - A Day of Events!
Thanksgiving Service

Concordia Church’s Thanksgiving service is scheduled for Sunday, November 12th at 10:00am.
This special service will include prayers and music in gratitude for our good gifts.

Thanksgiving Fellowship Hour

Following worship on November 12t we will fellowship together over light snacks and desserts.
We invite you to bring a favorite “finger-food” to share. It could be a light appetizer or dessert
that is quick and easy to pick up. This time will allow us to share food and conversation between
worship and the concert. Please sign up on the sheet in the back of the sanctuary after worship
today, OR register online at concordiafaith.org.

Second Sundays Concert

Our next Second Sundays concert is Sunday, November 12th at noon. We'll hear Cara Schlecker,
violin, performing with our own Paul Dykstra on piano. It is sure to be a lovely afternoon of
music. This concert is free and open to the public. Please share the word with your friends and
family and mark your calendars for this date! Should you have questions, feel free to reach out to
Marisa at mbuchheit@yahoo.com or Desirae at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org.

November 19" - Adult Study

On Sunday, November 19, Pastor Zook will lead an Adult Study following worship. This study
will focus on the Sermon on the Mount. From Pastor Zook:

The Sermon on the Mount is the longest discourse of Jesus'’s teachings gathered in one place. It
is intended as a manual on discipleship—the guide to what it means to live the Christian life. Read
the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew and as you do, consider these guiding
questions:

e Which passage speaks to you as the “heart” of Christian practice? Why?

e What do you consider the most challenging of Jesus’ teaching? The most difficult (if not
impossible)?

e | don’t understand what Jesus means by this saying....?

e | didn't know that Jesus taught....

November 26" - Christ the King Sunday

We will celebrate Christ the King Sunday on November 26t. The last Sunday of the Church Year
is the feast day of our future king—Christ returns as Lord of all and the reign of God'’s peace,
grace and love will be complete on that day in the life of the whole world. Wear something
“gold” to commemorate the promise of the future King.
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