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Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
Stewardship Conversation: Concordia Connections

October 11th, 2026



Prelude Improvisation on “Nearer, My God, To Thee”
improv. By Paul Fey in Rotterdam

Opening Hymn ELW #815 ‘T Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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I T want to walk as a child of the light. I want to
2 I want to see . . . the bright-ness of  God. I want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of  Christ I want to

TTee
TeTe

. #‘_;G] ﬁFg
T

2t — e
{5 T I |
7 = - o ‘
T Ity
fol - low Je - sus. God set the stars to  give
look at Je - sus. Clear Sun of righ - teous -ness,
be with Je - sus. When we have rtun. .. . with
e =
A (T 271 i
73 > —— —————
[ N

0 4 . . . . |
p T | | | . . | I
ﬁ\. H q I I I I I =
\\a | 4 o if—“j =g g > - .
A R N
N~
light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa - tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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Opening Hymn con't.
ELW #815 T Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

Refrain
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Opening Dialog Psalm 23

A:The Lord is my shepherd;
C: I shall not be in want.

A: The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
C: and leads me beside still waters.

A:You restore my soul, O Lord,
C: and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

A: Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
C: for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

A:You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
C: you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

A: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
C: and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.




Prayer of the Day

P: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
Hymn of Praise ELW #867 “In Thee Is Gladness”
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Stewardship Conversation: Concordia Connections
Now for something completely different.
We want to hear from you.

Today, we invite you to reflect on Concordia Connections—how you are
connected to Concordia Church and with members of our faith community. This
morning, we will pause from our usual sermon time and engage in meaningful
conversations about our connections. Together, we will explore where we already
feel connected, where there may be opportunities to strengthen those
connections, and how we can create new points of connection for people both
within and beyond our congregation. Through these conversations, we hope to
imagine how our time, talents, relationships, and financial gifts can help Concordia
continue to be a welcoming and meaningful place of connection for years to come.

What first brought you to Concordia Church?
What are some of the most meaningful faith experiences you have had here?

What keeps you involved here? Would be why someone else would want to
belong?




Hymn of the Day

ELW #826 “Thine the Amen”
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes  thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thinethe glo -ry in the night no more dy-ing on - ly light
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thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -ty yet to be
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gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-ly ho-ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee
0
P4 | -
b6 r— S e srr T LI
g ¥ — —
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gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the 1liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.



Apostle’'s Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
A: Called to the renewal of our faith in Baptism, let us offer our prayers to God.

A: In the waters of baptism, you join us to the life and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
For the gift of forgiveness, we praise you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A:You send us your Holy Spirit to guide us and teach us. For all the gifts of the
Spirit, we thank you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A:You nourish us with your word and welcome us to your table. For all the ways
you care for us, we praise you.
C: Hear us, O God.



Prayers of Intercession con't..

A:You call us to tell others about Jesus. For willingness to show Jesus by what we
say and do, we pray to you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A:You send us to help other people and to work for what is right. For courage to
be the body of Christ, we pray to you.
C: Hear us, O God.

A: You send your spirit of healing and strength to all who call upon you. For those
who seek your healing presence, especially [pause for names], and for those we
name before you or silently in our hearts [pause for names] ....we pray to you.

C: Hear us, O God.

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O Lord our
God, through Jesus Christ, for your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

C: Amen.




The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to share the sign of peace with others.

Offertory Anthem “I Am the Vine" by Alfred V. Fedak

The Offering

El

Thank you for supporting our ministries with our financial gifts.
t? -?-d :' Scan the QR code to the left to easily make a one-time gift or

w. Aoy ¢ establish a recurring gift.
u ﬂ E

Support the ministries of Concordia Church through your offerings. There are
multiple ways for you to give:

1) Mobile: Text ‘Concordia’ to 73256 and follow the link or scan the QR code
here

2) Online: Visit www.onrealm.org/concordiafaith/give

3) Viacash or check left in the offering plate or
mailed to the church at:

3855 N Seeley Ave
Chicago, IL 60618
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Offertory Hymn

W&P #5 “All That We Have”

verse 1
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Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray,

Merciful Father
C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -- ourselves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist

The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
P: It isindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should and at all times........... we
praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

P: You are indeed Holy, mighty, and merciful.
You loved the world so much
you sent your only Son to be our Savior.
The Lord of all life came to live among us.
He healed and taught, ate, with sinners,
and won for you a new people
by water and the Spirit.
We saw his glory.
Yet he humbled himself in obedience to your will,
freely accepting death on a cross.
By dying, he freed us from unending death;
by rising from the dead, he gave us everlasting life.
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P: On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
the Lord Jesus took bread.
After giving you thanks, he broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
When the supper was over, he took the cup.
Again he returned thanks to you,
gave the cup to his disciples, and said:
Drink from this, all of you,
this is the cup of the new covenant in my blood,
poured out for you and many,
for the forgiveness of sins.
We pray for his coming in final victory,
as we proclaim the mystery of our faith.
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Christ has died. Christis rs - en. Christ will

P: Send the power of your Holy Spirit on us,
gathered here out of love for you,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread
And may the Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other,
and one in service to all the world.
Through your Son Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
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The Lord’'s Prayer

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Invitation

We invite all who are baptized in Christ to come forward for communion. All
are welcome at the Lord’s table. Parents of young children are asked to let the
pastor know if they want their child to receive communion or a blessing.

Communion is served by continuous table around the altar, and you are asked
to take a place as openings appear.

15



Communion Hymn

W&P #58 “Here is Bread”
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Post Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

A: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

ELW #873 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
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send forth the stur - dy hymns of  old, the psalms of an - cient days.
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5 At last the march shall end;
the wearied ones shall rest;

the pilgrims find their home at last,

Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
one God forevermore. Refrain

18



Announcements
Dismissal

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen

A: Go in peace. Remember your baptism.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Midnight Stars Make Bright the Skies”
tune Qi-fang Liang; setting for organ by J Wayne Kerr

Today’s celebrants:

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Zook

Deacon: Christina Mitchell

Lector: —

Greeter:

Song Leaders: Marisa Mladenovic, Jade Dasha, Benjamin Burney, Avery
Sujkowski

Choir members: Dan Lantvit, Bates Mcintyre Larson, Maggie Larson, Kunying Li,
Mary-Ann Lupa, Betsy Ries, Wilma Stevens, Linda Storbeck

Organist & Choir Director: Paul D. Dykstra

A/V Engineers: Matt Flanagan and Katherine Beberman

Announcements

Worship is held each Sunday at 10am and available both in-person and via
livestream.

We welcome visitors to fill out a visitor card so that we can connect with you
further. Please also be sure to receive a ‘Welcome bag’ in the back.
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Adult Study

Adult Study is each Sunday morning at 9am in the church office. Pastor Zook leads
the study. Currently, the group is reading and discussing ‘Becoming a Hybrid
Church’ by Dave Daubert, in conjunction with our Stewardship campaign.

Sunday School

Sunday School will be held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. The next
session will be on October 18th. The lesson for the day will focus on the theme or
readings for that day and include a story and craft or activity. All kids are welcome
to join and will leave service with their Sunday School teachers before the
readings begin.

Youth Group

A joint Youth Group with Pilgrim Lutheran Church is in the works! We invite
middle-school aged children, along with their parents, to join us here at Concordia
TODAY, October 11th at noon for a kick-off week with pizza, activities, and
information.

Stewardship this Fall

Our Stewardship campaign for the fall will kick off today, Sunday, October 11th.
This year, we are focusing on our connections - connections to each other, to our
online worshippers, and our larger community. On three different Sundays this
fall, we will take time during the worship service to share about our connections in
these three areas and dream about what we can do to extend and strengthen
these connections. The schedule will be as follows:

October 11th - Connections within our Concordia community
October 25th - Connections with our Neighborhood and Larger Community
November 8th - Connections with our Hybrid worship attendees

We invite you to take part in these discussions as you ponder and pray about your
stewardship commitments of time, talent, and financial gifts as we prepare for
2027.

Healing Sunday
On October 18th, we'll host a service of healing at 10am. We will pray especially
for those who are sick and lift up those who are suffering.
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Fall Schedule of Events
October 11t

Stewardship Campaign begins (Week 1) - Our first Stewardship Sunday is this
week as we explore and share about our connections with each other within our
Concordia family.

Youth Group Kick-off event at 12pm - Parents and kids ages 9-14 years meet at
Concordia Church for pizza and get-to-know-you activities. After eating together,
kids will meet in the gym and parents in the sanctuary to learn more about the
Youth Group program.

October 14"

Walk and Wonder at 6:30pm - Meet out front of church to walk through the
neighborhood together!

October 15"

Tech Together at 6:30pm - FREE! - Tech troubleshooting session! Bring your
device(s) and get answers to your question(s). No question is too big or too small.

October 18"

Healing Sunday at 10am - A special service of healing as we pray for those who
are sick or suffering.

Sunday School during Worship

Navigating Grief and Loss: Tools to Cope Workshop at 11am - Veronica
McMiillion, LPC, will present a workshop on grief. Losing a loved one is a universal
experience, yet the bereavement process can make us feel incredibly alone.
Emotional and physical symptoms of grief after losing a friend, family member, or
pet may feel overwhelming and confusion. In this presentation, you will learn how
to reflect on loss, build strategies for healthy grieving, and care for yourself during
this difficult time.

October 25"

Stewardship Campaign continues (Week 2) - Our Stewardship campaign
continues as we consider ways we connect to our larger community.

Council Meeting following worship
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Fall Schedule of Events con't...

October 28"

A special Halloween Walk and Wonder at 6:30pm - Meet out front of church to
walk through the neighborhood together!

November 1°

All Saints Sunday - We will be naming the honored dead during the service this
week. Please send names you'd like read to Desirae at
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org or fill out the insert in your bulletin in late
October.

Sunday School during Worship
November 6"

‘A British Invasion!’ by Lakeshore Brass at 7pm- A British Invasion is a concert
celebrating the songs, sounds, and traditions of the British Isles. The program
features music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, Gustav Holst, Malcolm Arnold, and a
few other proper legends — stirring melodies, rich harmonies, and just enough
cheeky charm to keep things interesting. Popcorn and drinks with ticket purchase;
purchase tickets at lakeshorebrass.com.

November 8"

Pledge Sunday (Stewardship Campaign Week 3) - Today is the third and final
week of our Stewardship presentations. This week, we’ll explore how to better
connect with our hybrid worshippers.

November 11t

Walk and Wonder at 6:30pm - Meet out front of church to walk through the
neighborhood together!

November 15"
Thanksgiving Service - We will worship together in gratitude for our good gifts.

Sunday School during Worship
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3855 N Seeley Ave

concordia church Chicago

NAVIGATING GRIEF AND LOSS:
TOOLS TO COPE

FREE WORKSHOP

Sunday, October 18%"
11:00am

Losing a loved one is a universal experience, yet the
bereavement process can make us feel incredibly alone.
Emotional and physical symptoms of grief after losing a

friend, family member, or pet may feel overwhelming
and confusing. In this presentation from a Licensed

Therapist, you will learn how to reflect on loss, build

strategies for healthy grieving, and care for yourself
during this difficult time.

Workshop led by

Veronica McMiillion, LPC SCAN OR CLICK
Veronica is a Licensed Professional TO REGISTER!

Counselor at Innervoice
Psychotherapy and Consultation with
a Master’s in Clinical Mental Health
Counseling from DePaul University.
She has experience supporting individuals through grief,
trauma, anxiety, and life's challenges, and brings a
compassionate, relationship-centered approach to her work.

v

Questions? Email Desirae, Parish Administrator,

at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org
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i concordia church

3855 N Seeley Ave, Chicago

&S WONDER

Join us for casual one(ish)-hour walks around our

neighborhood. Walk at your own pace, stay for as

long as you'd like, and enjoy friendly conversation
' along the way.

... 2P AND 4™ WEDNESDAYS EACH MONTH
beginning September 9"

6:30PM - MEET AT CONCORDIA CHURCH '

Hosted by Concordia and open to
everyone, Walk & Wonder is about
community, curiosity, and light exercise
—no religious program or expectations,
just neighbors walking together.

Qustions? Email Desirae Contreras, Parish Admin, at
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org

" concordia A Concordia family of ministries serving people and communities
‘ ' church concordiaministries.org | concordiafaith.org




# concordia church 3855 N Seeley Ave, Chicago

A TECH TOGETHER

/ . -
\ =~ . Learn, ask questions, and discover new ways

- technology can help in everyday life. Each
~ month we'll explore a different topicin a
friendly, no-pressure environment.

Why Don’t My Photos Look Like That?

Thursday, September 24™" @ 6:30pm

You CAN take good photos with your smartphone!
Learn how to take good pics, organize them, and
share them with friends and family.

q ? Can You Help Me With This?

Thursday, October 15" @ 6:30pm

Having problems with your devices or have questions
about how to use a certain app or program? Bring
your devices and your questions!

What is A.l. and How Can It Help Me?

Thursday, November 12" @ 6:30pm —_
Learn how A.I. works and discover practical ways it can /,9//\( ) [\

save time, spark ideas, and simplify everyday tasks.

- All sessions are FREE and open to the public! -

Questions? Email dcontreras@concordiafaith.org
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Every Ticket
Includes

Two Adult
Beverages
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Free Popcom

Scan for
Tiql;e_ts

(=]

o e ? AR

Follow us!

Learn More at f = |
www.lakeshorebrass.com @lakeshorebrass

27



concordia
church

Love God. Love Your Neighbor.

www.concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Concordia on Seeley
3855 N. Seeley

Sunday mornings:

10:00am Worship (In-person & virtual options)

Join the 10:00am livestream on Sunday mornings or view recordings of our
past services on our YouTube channel.

& YouTube Concordia Church Chicago

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us this morning.
Holy Communion happens at every service and is open to all baptized.

Restrooms are located in the fellowship hall; exit the sanctuary through
the back and follow the stairwell downstairs.

Masks and hand sanitizer are located in the back of the sanctuary
should you need either.

Questions? Contact Desirae, Parish Admin, at dcontreras@concordiafaith.org

" concordia A Concordia family of ministries serving people and communities

A )

’ church concordiaministries.org | concordiafaith.org




Copyright Information:

Below is a list of all the songs that we are using in today’s liturgy with their copy right in-
formation located with them.

Opening Hymn ELW #531 “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”

Pesbs Dorabam Kerd ik b 19530
Blprin i © am
ot Bl ey Mk, et . 0 s Bl b e Wi 1 Hindopdhre

el rick

Hymn of Praise ELW #867 “In Thee Is Gladness”

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622

Hymn of the Day ELW #826 “Thine the Amen”

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl E. Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Offertory Hymn W&P #5 “All That We Have”

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Closing Hymn ELW #873 "Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MARrION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

Notes on the Liturgy:

1. Allliturgical musicis from ELW, Setting 4.

2. The Liturgy is printed from The Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is used with permission.

3. The offertory prayer, introduction to the prayers and conclusion are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg
Fortress, 2019, and used with permission: license number 23952.

4, Liturgy Hymns & Text are used by permission, of OneLicense: license number A-704728, Christian Copyright

Licensing International (CCLI): license number 2760294, and Augsburg Fortress license number 23952.
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Church Staff Contact Information

Rev. Nicholas Zook, Pastor
nzook@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Desirae Contreras, Parish Administrator
dcontreras@concordiafaith.org
773-281-1225

Albert Contreras, Administrative Assistant
acontreras@concordiafaith.org

Marisa Mladenovic, Music Director
mbuchheit@concordiafaith.org

Paul Dykstra, Organist & Choir Director
pdykstra@concordiafaith.org

Matt Flanagan, Concert Operations
mflanagan@concordiafaith.org

Katherine Beberman, A/V Engineer
katherinebeberman@gmail.com

Jennifer Phillips, Chaplain, CIP
jphillips@concordiafaith.org
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